
Honours Essay Registration Form 
 
 
 

Description 
The Honours Essay is an extended research project undertaken by students registered in the 
Honours program. It is supervised by two members of the Department’s Graduate Faculty1: a 
Supervisor and a Second Reader. In cases where the research topic is interdisciplinary or requires 
shared expertise, students may work with two Co-Supervisors instead of one Supervisor. 
The purpose of the Honours Essay is to give students the opportunity to: 

• Engage in sustained, independent research; 

• Develop an understanding of the methodological and theoretical issues involved in 
research; 

• Gain experience in scholarly writing and argumentation. 
 
Research topics may involve literary analysis, cultural or historical inquiry, or linguistic study. 
Linguistic projects may include qualitative or quantitative approaches, data collection, 
experimental design, or fieldwork. Students undertaking projects involving human participants, 
sensitive data, or recordings must ensure compliance with UBC’s research ethics requirements 
and obtain approval if necessary. 
 
The Honours Essay is designed to be completed in one academic term and should be 
approximately 20–25 pages in length (excluding bibliography and appendices). For projects 
involving linguistic data analysis or empirical research, the final paper should present research 
findings and interpretive discussion consistent with disciplinary standards. 
 
 

Getting Started 
Honours students are responsible for: 

• Selecting a research topic and general area of interest; 

• Securing a Supervisor and a Second Reader (or 2 Co-Supervisors) 

• Filling out and submitting the Honours Essay Registration Form to the Student Programs 
Coordinator (fhis.undergrad@ubc.ca) at least two months prior to the start of the term 
in which you plan to write the essay. The start date must correspond to the start of a term. 

 
 
 

Finding a Supervisor 
Students may choose a Supervisor from any faculty member within the Department whose 
research interests align with their proposed topic and who is willing and available to supervise 
them. 

 
1 Approval for individuals who are not members of the Faculty of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies to serve as 
Supervisor or Second Reader is the responsibility of the program concerned. 
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Recommendations: 

• Begin approaching potential supervisors during the term or year prior to the term in which 
you intend to write the essay. 

• If your topic is interdisciplinary, you may request two Co-Supervisors, ideally one from 
each area of interest. This decision should be made in consultation with the faculty 
members involved. 

• If you have difficulty finding a Supervisor, contact the Associate Head for your Honours 
program (French or RMST). 

 
 

Roles and Responsibilities 
Supervisor 
The Supervisor is the primary advisor for the Honours Essay. Their responsibilities include: 

• Helping the student define and refine the research question; 

• Advising on methodology, theoretical framework, and relevant sources; 

• Setting expectations and timelines for the submission of drafts; 

• Providing timely and constructive feedback on submitted work; 

• Ensuring academic standards and departmental requirements are met; 

• Communicating with the Second Reader as needed regarding progress and evaluation; 

• For linguistic or empirical research projects, the Supervisor ensures the student 
understands appropriate data collection and analysis protocols, including ethics 
requirements where applicable. 

 
Second Reader 
The Second Reader serves as an additional evaluator and advisor. Their responsibilities include: 

• Reviewing the prospectus and final essay; 

• Offering feedback, particularly on the structure, clarity, and scholarly quality of the work; 

• Participating in the evaluation of the final Essay; 

• Acting as an additional resource for the student when appropriate, while respecting the 
primary role of the Supervisor. 

 
Co-Supervisors (if applicable) 
Co-Supervisors share equal responsibility for guiding the student when a topic requires expertise 
in two distinct areas. Their responsibilities include: 

• Collaborating to provide complementary guidance on research design, sources, and 
methods; 

• Establishing a clear division of advisory responsibilities at the outset; 

• Maintaining regular communication with each other and the student to ensure consistent 
feedback; 

• Jointly evaluating all aspects of the research and final essay.  
 
 

 



Essay Timeline 
• By the end of Week 3: Submit a research prospectus to your Supervisor. 

• By Monday of Week 10: Submit the first full draft to the Supervisor. 

• By the last day of lectures: Submit the final version, revised in response to feedback from 
the Supervisor and Second Reader (or Co-Supervisors). 

 
For projects requiring ethics approval or data collection, students must start preparations well in 
advance of the term and confirm that all approvals are in place before the start of the course. 
 
Throughout the term, students are expected to meet with their Supervisor every 1–3 weeks to: 

• Review progress and deadlines; 

• Discuss research questions, sources, and argument development; 

• Receive feedback on drafts. 
Note: Failure to meet regularly with the Supervisor may result in the Supervisor withdrawing from 
the role. 
 
 

Evaluation and Grading 
The final grade for the Honours Essay will be based on two equally weighted components: 
 

1. Research Process – 50% 
Evaluated only by the Supervisor (or Co-Supervisors). This includes: 

• Timely submission of prospectus, bibliography and drafts; 

• Evidence of consistent effort and engagement; 

• Responsiveness to feedback and ability to revise; 

• Regular communication and meeting attendance. 
2. Final Essay – 50% 

Evaluated by both the Supervisor (or Co-Supervisors) and the Second Reader. The grade 
for this component is the average of the grades assigned by the Supervisor (or Co-
Supervisors) and the Second Reader. Criteria include: 

• Quality of research: depth of engagement with primary and secondary sources; 

• Argumentation and analysis: clarity, coherence, and originality of interpretation; 

• Structure and organization: logical flow and clarity; 

• Writing quality: style, grammar, and adherence to academic conventions; 

• Documentation: proper citation and bibliography format. 
 
The Second Reader is only responsible for grading the final essay, not the research process. 
 
If there are Co-Supervisors, they share the evaluation of both components (research process and 
final essay) equally and provide a joint grade for each component. 
 
For linguistic research projects, evaluation will consider the quality of data collection and analysis 
as part of both the research process and the final essay. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
********* 
 
 
NAME :  
 
STUDENT NUMBER :  
 
EMAIL :  
 
 

COURSE NUMBER (select one): ☐ RMST 499    ☐ FREN 499 
 
TERM: 
 
PROPOSED SUPERVISOR:  
 
PROPOSED CO-SUPERVISOR or SECOND READER:  
 
PROPOSED ESSAY TITLE / GENERAL TOPIC:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
If applicable, indicate whether your project involves human subjects, recordings, or fieldwork:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I acknowledge that: 
 

The final grade for the Honours Essay is based on: 
o Research Process (50%), evaluated by the Supervisor (or Co-Supervisors); 
o Final Essay (50%), evaluated jointly by the Supervisor (or Co-Supervisors) and the 

Second Reader. 
 

The grade for the final essay will be the average of the grades assigned by the Supervisor(s) 
and the Second Reader. 
 
If there are Co-Supervisors, they share responsibility for both components equally and submit 
a joint grade. 

 
 
 
________________________   ________________________  ____________ 
 Student Name Signature Date 

 
 
 
________________________   ________________________  ____________ 
 Supervisor Name Signature Date 

 
________________________   ________________________  ____________ 
  Second Reader Name Signature Date 
 
Or 
 

________________________   ________________________  ____________ 
 Co-supervisor 1 Name Signature Date 

 
________________________   ________________________  ____________ 
  Co-supervisor 2 Name Signature Date 
 
 
 
 

Approval of the Romance Studies or French Associate Head 
 
 

________________________   ________________________  ____________ 
Name Signature Date 

 
 
Submission: Email the completed form to fhis.undergrad@ubc.ca at least two months before the 
start of the term. 
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