
Stranger on the Land of One’s Ancestors: Archipelagic 
Dismemberment and Global Circulation in the Indian Ocean 
 
Description: 
Nestled in the Mozambique Channel, the island of Mayotte is a French overseas 
department, wrenched away from the Comoran archipelago in 1975. This act of colonial 
mutilation gave birth to a peripheral European territory that persists as a beacon for 
clandestine migrants: Hundreds of people die on the treacherous sea crossing every 
year, between shores once freely circulated by their ancestors. How might literature 
help us grapple with the multiple entwined layers of irony and tragedy that constitute this 
situation? Furthermore, Mayotte exists as a blind spot for global 
media, while paradoxically entwined in a transnational network of consumer capitalism 
and self-serving foreign intervention. How, then, does one strike an equilibrium between 
considering the Indian Ocean tragedy on its own terms and relating it to other migratory 
movements across the world (e.g. the Mediterranean "crisis")? What are the creative, 
ethical and political stakes of each approach?  
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